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MOIN, ALLE!

We are pleased to announced that speakers at2048 conferencevill be Pas-
tors Jirgen Hoogstraat and Andrea During Hoogstraat from Victorbuiyou will
not want to miss their presentations or the others we have planned! We wil
a conference brochure available after January 1st. A lot of fun events and s
will be included so make sure you save the last weekend of July 2018!

Jirgen has been writing emigration articles for@stfriesische Nachrichtemewspapers which

heds given to us for our journal s! Th
are the benefactor of these great stories!
One of my favorite villages in Ostfries

Boch windmill, two castles, a church with a crypt, many older buildings, a great ant
hardware/qgift store and a synagogue. We were so fortunate this year to have a tour of t
gogue led by George MurRegner. Information on other Ostfriesen Jewish communitie
be in the next issue.

A couple months ago, | received a request for a picture of a gravestone in Ostfriesla

1899. | had to tell him the grave no longer exists. One of the hardest things for visitorst
many to comprehend is the removal of graves after 30 to 40 years if the rental is not
extend that time frame. Not only do they have to pay for the right to use that site for t
frame (dependent on community), but they also must maintain the grave with plantings.

Volunteers are taking pictures of gravestones now and posting thiamddgrave.conor othe
sites, but graves are also being removed all the time. The posting of gravestone pictur
has also created some controvérew h a t right do you have t
gravestone and put it onliné?

Are there any older gravestones? Yes, a few of them. If the church starts a newer ¢
they will most likely leave the stones in the older one intact. Sometimes unique older
stones remaid but in most cases, they are removed, set against a fence for a family
who wishes to take the stone or crushed up and used for pathways.

The Rhododendronpark Hobbie Westerstede is a wooded 170 acre park, full of Rhodoc

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Help us plan programs for the
next couple of years, including
the 2018 Confe
want to join a committee, but
have some program or speaker
suggestions & ideas? Contact
us! info@ogsa.us

Our George, lowa Program

Are you coming? Could you
help with serving, research assi
tance and clean up? If you will
be staying overnigl@ please
contact the editor!

The 2018 Conference is being
planned at this timé we will

need your help! Contact us to
see how you can get involved!

Do you have a project or pro-
gram idea for OGSA? Please
share!

Bring your photographs to a
family reunion this summer!
Have others help you identify
those in the pictures!

dron, some of them more than 100 years old and up to 30 feet inchéigéery color you cal
imagine. If you are ever there in Ma§ make sure you visit it.
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= Victorbur to Oregon, lllinois

By Jurgen Hoogstraat, translated by Gene Janssen

From Warm Feet in Victorbur to "Hot Chili"

The family of Peter Lihrs (Uthwerdum) afterwards, in November of 1903. For some tim¢y o, mm uul\tbu(l)

and Moodje Lubben (Moordorf) the numerou !m A
Her guardian arranged a first job for thenmigrants i % o

Her untiring work keeping feet warm atl4-yearold, Mootje, with a merchantlllinois had de att: /f /M

Victorbur is legendary. Ellemina Ukenanamed Orlemann of Aurich, but sheeloped a tastfs sw =2

ugen:

Lihrs (18511942) heated up innumerabldad to give up both subsequent posier American 4-
foot warmers, Karkstoven in her home tions after two years due to illnesscustoms, and so
next to the church, thus providing comfortMoodje had a son named Koobus borReter and Heti =™
able warmth for worshipers in the coldn 1911. Her last job before emigratiomprovided mostly | = 5

time, and these small wooden stoves weNorth Sea island of Borkum until Sep<hili in their pub. [
heated with a piece of hot coal. This waember of 1912, after which she reNowadays these .
wonderful for women who put their longturned to Moordorf. small pubs in thg
skirts around the small stove warming American \
them from the bottom up!) Thus, Peter Liihrs made his way a seOstfriesian town$
ond time to America and again Oglare often the onl
Oma Liuhrs as she was lovingly known,County, lllinois, was the destination foreminders of the
had been widowed at a young age and h#tte young married couple. Littlethriving businesses on "Main Street."
served for years as the caretaker of the 8oobus remained in Uthwerdum with
Victor Church of Victorbur. She was borrgrandmother @mg Luhrs and her Most of these formerly important streets
November 2, 1851 at Forli2laukirchen daughter. have declined, and the villages are happy to
the daughter of Ocke Valentin Ukena and have a small pub survive into the 21st cen-
Aaltie Wietjes Klaassen Lengen. Sh&he newlyweds had only a short timéury. Peter Lihrs visited his Ostfriesian
moved to Emden with her husband, Pet&wgether. When their daughter, Moodjehomeland again in 1954, but by that time his
Jeles Lihrs, Sr., who worked as a brakbern in the USA in 1913, was onlymother and sister had died.
man for the Imperial German Railwaythree years old, mother Moodje died at
Emden is where their two children wer¢he age of 26. Daughter Moodje, latelPeter died in 1959 of a severe illness in a
born: Ockelina Luhrs (1879946) and known as "Maud" Lihrs worked as @ospital in Freeport, lllinois, not very long
Peter Jeles Luhrs, Jr. (188959). waitress before her marriage. She maafter his visit to Ostfriesland. His second
ried Floyd H. Ridenour and was blessedife, Heti, died in Illinois in 1976. Peter
After the premature death of her husbandijth two children. Maud (Moodje) and Heti both belonged to the Ostfriesian
the three returned t8Udbrookmerlanénd Luhrs Ridenour died in October, 1996Lutheran Immanuel congregation of Ore-
lived next to the St. Victor Church of Vic- gon, lllinois, and are buried in that ceme-
torbur. This is where the children wer&ome years after the death of his firdery.
confirmed: Ockelina in 1896 and Peter, Jwife, Peter Lihrs, Jr., became ac-
in 1898. Ockelina never married anduainted with a young American hame
remained in her mother's home in UthweHeti Adams. A first glance at her nam
dum, but Peter decided to emigrate alomeveals no connection to Ostfrieslang
to America in 1911 and moved to Ogldwowever, upon further examination on
County, lllinois, an area occupied predomisoon comes across the Ostfriesian roq
nantly by Ostfriesians. of this young woman.

" Dienstbuchfor Motje Lib-
ben. (Working record book)

However, a bride awaited him at homeieti (pronounced Hattie) was known a
and he returned to Ostfriesland to marr@rietie when she and her parent
Moodje Coobs Libben on March 1, 191&eerd Harms Adams and Rena Ocke
in the Victorbur church. Moodje had beefrom Uttum, in the Krummhorn, came
orphaned at age 13 and her life was nt settle in Ogle County, lllinois in
easy. 1894.

In 1896, at the age six, this daughter of ttfg&oon after their marriage, Peter an
Moordorf ColonistCoob Wiechers LibbenHeti Luhrs began farming their owrn
and his wife Hillrika Janssen, and her sidand and did so until the start of World - - -
lings, Anton and Coobina, lost their fathewar 1. After 1940 they operated aCGrandma Ellemina Ukena Lihrs with
who was only thirty years old. Her mothesmall pub in Mount Morris, lllinois, | Ner daughter, Okelina, and grandson
married a second time, but died not longhere Heti did the cooking. Koobus Liibben

Ostfriesen Genealogical Society of America 4



By Jurgen Hoogstraat, translated by Gene Janssen

Not Everyone Stayé&bme Emigrants Returne

Among the many emigrants who left 19
century Sudbrookmerlandvere also fami-
lies who were disappointed in the n
homeland and for whom expectations wi
not fulfilled. Gradually, the desire to lea
America: to return home and to begin ane

because it was not possible to afford t
high costs of a second such journey,
others were happy to be able to return| =
Ostfriesland. Sometimes it was appeals |
help from family members which broug
the new Americans back, or it was the df
appointments regarding economic progr
in the new land.

r - % b . K - 4 "
bt “
A : : v, o, o
e T A .k‘ AN, ' % b

One of the bes'mOW”SUdbrOOkme”a“dereLContemporary depiction of a farm in Morgan Co., IL, about 1860 (Woodlaw

USAreturnees in the 19th century was Jel{; y jelte Ockinga lived in this area from 18531867
Gerds Ockinga from Bedekaspel, who had ) g '

spent fourteen years in the USA and then

wanted to retur n acthus,ssfind hisemigyation eetorded ¢hare. He dd

had a very good start: his emigration was

well-supported financially. And at the endHis destination was Morgan County, where there were other Ostfriesian settlers.

of his life the bachelor left considerablédgain and again letters came $didbrookmoorlandn which Jelte told his siblings

investments to his heirs. about his sojourn. The first address for the letters were to the farm of his brother Ja-
kob and Jakob's wife Wolbrecht Reiners at Forlitz. His brother EnBalal was

Jelte Ockinga, born September 21, 1819, aften taken to task about his lazy letteniting habit.

Bedekaspel, was the sixth child ofthe church

custodian Peter Jacobs Ockinga and hdongside questions about financial transactions and farm economics near and far,

spouse, Gretje Enne Thieben. At the timielte also reported about very personal experiences in his new homeland. He was

the family managed the farm call&hbel especially struck by the 1867 suicide of his friend, Jans Knottnerus, who had gone to

located by theGroles Meel(the big lake). lllinois from Rysum in 1844.

Sometime later the family moved to Hinte

to operate a farm there. Jans' emigration is also recorded in the Rysum church archives@htbeica Rysu-
mana,in which the local pastor had notated his emigration information. We only

Except for the unmarried son, Tjardt, and know about the tragic end of emigrant Knottnerus from the letter seiidbrook-

sister, Mareke, (married to a merchamherland.

named Tormin in Hinte), the next genera-

tion returned to GroRes Meer Jelte's Jelte wrote home: I'have to =

brother Jakob Remmers Ockinga took ovegport that the death of my S % el TR 2540 VLl

a farm at Forlitz; brother Enne Ockinga took|d friend Jantz Tohden

on theBabelfarm; sister Hauke married theknottnerus came about by | B

village mayor of Bedekaspel named Popuicide, because he hanged & P R AT

pinga. himself. | don't know yet (& <G\
how that all came about. | @g

In 1853, aged 34, bachelor Jelte Ockingganted to learn more but A

crossed the big pond, going to a settlemeécause of the distance froml —— g¢=————

predominantly of Ostfriesians in the state gfere to there have notbeen | ————————

lllinois. Hinte is one of the few congregaaple to do so.

tions in \-NhICh emigrations from the village ... | Only ten days underway in 1894: a letter from minois

to America were documented over a longantz came last yearto Visit | 1 jejte Ockinga traveled by train to Emden

period of time in the church records, anghe and complained about '

5 . . . .
Ostfriesen Genealogical Society of America



all kinds of difficulties and
said that he was so depresseq
in life that he was about ready
to shoot himself to which |
replied that he should not do
such a thing, and that if he
was not happy here he should
seek his fortune somewhere
else, and | mentioned three
different Ostfriesian settle-
ments to which he could go
and easily find refuge. How-
ever, he was in such a state of
mind that he didn't seem to
pay much attention to me. . ."

Did his friend's suicide promp
Jelte Ockinga's return? At
any rate, the diligent churclp
historian of Hinte reported his
return to Ostfriesland in 1867
He, too, was drawn back to thie
GroRRes Meerwhere he lived
alone until his death in Be
dekaspel in 1898.

Jelte's contact with America
by letter went unbroken, ang
he was a in constant contagt
with  his longtime friend
Jakob Ommen in Chapin, IlIi
nois.

Harb«

The Carolinensiel

A picturesque harbor in a small seasidg
villaged Carolinensiel. Although it no
longer lies directly on the North Sea, it is
still a major tourist destination.

Sophie Caroline, the consort of the vil-
lage founder Georg Albrecht of Ost-
friesland, gave the fishing village -
founded in 1730 its name.

The core of Carolinensiel, especially the
part around the Museum Harbor, is great
for sightseeing. Homes with beautiful
gardens, a harbor without distracting
commercial activity, rows of house
fronts of similar design all offer some
unusual photo ops.

Four of the German Siel Harbor Mu-
seumbdbs historic hot
exhibitions: theGroot (Big) Huus (an |g
old granary), t he
Old Parsonage, and the Old Sea Rescu*™

Storehouse $ielhaferMuseum. B

= N

N

CHALLENGE!

We know you e
newsletters! But what other
person do you know that
would also enjoy them?

One of the challenges as a
society that we face is that th
younger generations are not

joining. We need them inter{ |

ested in their heritage!

YOU can change thatBuy a
gift membership for one per-
son. This is the best gi
they will remember it four
times a year when they get
this newsletter!

Maybe ités a
grandchild, niece, nephew,
neighbor, or someone else ir
your community that might b
interested?You may never
know what a valuable gift
this will turn out to be.

Ostfriesen Genealogical Society of America
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=1 We went to a Garden Party!

St c k Bumgd $uemn 0 S

More than 10,000 people attended the 2017 Stickhalisen
Garden Party, a twday event. Vendors sold plants, garden
supplies, pottery and everything else
imaginable on this heavily wooded sitejy, |
This event raises money to help with tiga
upkeep of the Stickhausen medieval
tower which is now a museum.

Many local residents have no idea of t
importance of this former fort located (
the Jumme Rivér many more have no
clue as to its location. Where is it?
About 15 kilometers from the city of
Leer.

Burg = Castle Turm= Tower

and Now

~1 Z { 5
\ i S {77 ,?;:::Amm ;‘ . /

" C _~K= X\ In contrast to the other castles in
Mk / * 7. EastFrisia, the Stickhausen Castle
w Neu o (RN - - -, was never built as a chieftain's

h ks N “ residence. It was built around

“

Amidorp %2, ucke ha¥ , P
/\p,r,{:)./;‘\ d e <\[ #-Ptern 1435 by the Hansestadt Hamburg
oo oy T . 57 5 jdii,) to protect their westward trade

D EEA_ ‘ o g @O s, After violent clashes the
Hamburgers gave the property
about the year1453 to the chief
and later Count Ulrich I Cirksena.

Krietshorn

T e 1oy

T ey
Potshusen

emohr \

rg 24 1
Y \ S\ Lk
o { daee Drey-Dobben e

r B R Rineeld3%
5’;5}‘/‘/[. ‘ N R mes W Lev This left the castle as a replace-
L '}':."%: (i wiensaiy— ment for the oldeGrenzfeste

| AREr #& . Schlisselburgn Detern. This

o

castle was part of the border forti-
fication between Ostfriesland and

»

14 o [
gy
/Raude ‘J;“ N

gt Raudermoh the neighboring Oldenburg area.
- ,‘.Grﬂ e o“ o Alesen & -
ol ol TN / - The older castle was repeatedly
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THE 1500 ERA éTICKHAUSEN FORT / CASTLE

destroyed and rebuilt, and lost its importance after the construction of the ca
of Stickhausen.

In the beginning, the castle of Stickhausen consisted of a stone house surrof ==
by a moat. In addition, there wa®/arburgwith gates and other buildings (castl{
grounds). For protection, the entire complex was surrounded by ramparts an|
second trench.

Count Edzard | (Cirksena) built the existing round tower about 1498. Edzard]
participation in the Saxon feud led to the castle being conquered by a coalitig
princes who occupied the property for three years.

After the Reformation, Countess Anna built a cannon platform in the style of |
polygonal bastions, which was callBevenger (Zwinger).Stones of the aban- |&
doned monastery of Barthe were used in its construction. In addition, stones|.
used from the castle of Uplengen which was demolished by Enno Il. Furthe
construction activity was completed by Count Johann II, who died at the casf
1591.

In the years from 1622 to 1624, du

mercenary Ernst von Mansfeld took over the castle. After the withdrawal of {

Mansfeld troops, the Ostfriesischen Counts again took ownership for a shor{ =

time, until the castle was again occupied by foreign troops in the years 1637 to

1640 this time from the Hessians, who completed an expansion to the fortrepge tower was used as a prison as well as an
apartment of the local government official.

The entire complex at that time included a triangular shaped main castle withThe village of Stickhausen developed from the

corner tower, the olforburg, stable, peat barBurggrafenhaug ¢ o u n't 0 sforre€ grounds portion of the castle. In 1885

dence) and garrison church on the upper floor of the gatehouse. It also inclugedcastle came into private ownership. The

the Zwingerwith Pulverturm(tower) and théRavelinlocated south between tower was damaged in WWII and repaired and

Jumme and thi®erwerk To the east of this was the new construction includipgnovated in 1951.

barracks, residential and commercial buildings. This was a huge fortress of

which little remains today. Today there is a museum of local history and

) folklore in the tower which is open during
After 1744, when the Prussians took over the government, there was no use égimmer months.

the castle. Frederick the Great ordered the removal of the fortress. All that reOURCE:

mains today is the large round tower and the former gate building, rebuilt andbGSA: Amt Stickhausen articles
expanded in 1822 for the office of a local official. An older coat of arms of 1578

can be found on an exterior wall. (See photo above)

Ostfriesen Genealogical Society of America 8



Try these out!

Genealogy Websites

Ancestry.com is not the only website yo
should check to find information. It ma
be one of the easiest to dsbut there are
a lot more out there!

FINDAGRAVE.COM —»
Dondt have time to
just to get a picture of a gravestone? U
this site to see if someone already took
picture. One of the most amazing sites
line and all volunteer basédand free!

This is not just for the United States, ei-
ther.

You can also search for the grave sites
famous peopl@ although the why to that
guestion is not answered.

How about some humor? Interesting e
taphs anyone?

https://www.findagrave.com/cg)'in/fg.cgiJ

Finp A GRAVE
SEARCH HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS .
| First Name | [Last Name | w
l If you fill this out, it will take you
Beain New Search . o H
Ty ——y to another siteThis is an ad!
Cemetery Lookup )
Add Burial Records Find A Grave Search Form
Help with Find A Grave
Top Contributors Name: ‘ H || |

First Middle

Include maiden name{s) in my ssarch ]

Success Stories
Community Forums
Find A Grave Store

Last {required)

Do partizl name search on surname D

Log In Born: ____ V| vear:| |
Advertisement Died: ¥| vear:
Cemetery in: |- Country List- v You do not have to fil
-USStateList- V| out all of these blanks

Memorial #: to get results.

[ ]

Date filter: [All Names

Order by:

v

Memorial # refers to
findagrave number.

Grave of Wm. fiLuck
|l ies Lucky and al w
Gl enna Ander son ha

Yy s
i WWW.GERNEALOGYBANKICOM v | 0

wi [ ] 't el o

put on her stone because many years fi
now she throught no one would rememl
her.

Denti st , Dr, Denby
|l ast cavity!o

Lilly Edith Zi mmer
the Beast 666. 0 R

- her husband was some character!
Mary Jane McEwen Farrar was bitten by
coyote in the chicken coop and the story
on her tombstone.

You can search for a surname in any
staté® for instance there are records for
Grussingds in the

https://www.findagrave.com/cgiin/fg.cgi
The search form is also located on this

page.

You can edit pages, add pictures and
obituaries by joining the site. For in-
stance, one of my uncles was on the wegH
site not as Gerhard, but Gerbard. The

spouse of my father was his mothany

father and grandf @
exact same. You must join to suggest/ga
any of the informatioé and have
patience. It took three days for the infoy-
mation to be updated. There is no charg
for any use of this site.

mMajor collections on this website includgp | ace s .
erU.S. newspapers, including foreign,ethvval | ey, 11 | i

M@d) someof vehith iifdlhd®oi sintitar 0JCR scanning is quite accurate for

P &ités. t he t hpiocks; bReSer, newspapers are a differ-

=7
o1

b

eAl i

Or be mol
noi so
nic and other special interest publica- gine to only look for what is in quotation
tionst Bothe did ad earlyfas thel 1690sgmarks/

They have a wide range of other data,

story on

ent story. Different fonts and the quality
aTheir subscription fee of $69.95 per yeaof the print all affect the quality of the
Sis well worth the price if you are doing ascan.
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Use this website in conjunction with  Searching for a more unusual surname
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Also included are:
T Military Records
I Casualty Lists

1 Revolutionary and Civil
War Pension
Requests

Widow's Claims
Orphan Petitions
Land Grants
Census Records
Funeral Home Data
Directories
Biographies

Maps
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search under fAGer man Va
wreck in 1907. Make sure you note the name, date and
cation of the newspaper when printing and saving the d

Check to make sure your article is all on the page you h
copied it may be a multpage article.

Search for women under their maiden and married namg
Be aware of local customs in earlier times in the 8SA
women were known by their
Henry Fokken was the name on the obituary in 1912, no
Grietje Ammermann Fokken.
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Digital Public Library of America /
https://dp.la/

TheDigital Public Library of America (DPLA) is a US project
aimed at providingublic access taligital holdings in order to cre-
ate a largescalepublic digital library . It officially launched on
April 18, 2013, after 2.5 years of developmertise of this site is
free!

You can search for a place, neighborhood, ethnic group, churches,
schools, universities, businesses, military and anything else you can
think of!

There are over 50 hits on just
ics are covered: the Reformation, aeronautics, geology, printing,

| gro®eybs, edudatoi Ristory! eBoBomic ednditione, iLowdGerindna i n

IQurrency and much more!
a.

glick on the special exhibitions, maps and the timeline tabs at the top
of the page.

LsDPLA Images lets you search the Digital Public Library of America,

a collection of millions of cultural heritage objects from libraries,
aicbives and ohuséummaarose the: countiy, foeimagégr s .

Exhibits include: Quacks & Cures, Patent Medicine; Montana Free
Homestead Land; Patriotic Labor, America During W\Aierica

Note that you can narrow your search by state, but not ll 4ving the 1918 Influenza Pandenilthe Golden Age of Radio in

newspapers within that state have been digitalized. Ke
checking, more newspapers are online each month!

Check all the helps and indexes on each site to make sure
you get everything you can find. Then go back and che¢k

again every few months to see what new data has been
added.
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FPthe USA;Torn in Two: Mapping the American Civil Wakeaving

Europe: A New Life in AmericaAmerica's Great Depression and
Roosevelt's New Dealndomitable Spirits: Prohibition in the United
States Staking Claims: The Gold Rush in Ninetee@éntury Amer-
ica
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https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/1918-influenza
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/1918-influenza
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/mapping-american-civil-war
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/new-deal
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/new-deal
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/spirits
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/spirits
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/gold-rush
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/gold-rush

